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Abstract

Since EC Machinery Directive was issued in 1995, globalization of standards becomes a key trend around the world. As a con-
sequence of this trend, Comprehensive Guideline for Machine Safety was announced by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare in
Japan. A major change is currently taking place in our unique safety concept and emergency stop switches must meet many require-
ments. This paper refers to emergency stop switches intended for emergency situations described in 1ISO 12100, and briefly explains as-
sociated international standards and anticipates effects on our products.
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Fig. 1 Hierarchical system of Type A, B, and C standards

and representative standards in each group
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